PLACER COUNTY SUSTAINABILITY PLAN OVERVIEW
WHAT IS THE PLACER COUNTY SUSTAINABILITY PLAN?
»» A comprehensive road map that outlines various programs and policies within the County’s General Plan that will be undertaken
by the community and the County as a whole, to achieve the largest and most cost-effective GHG emission reductions.
»» The Sustainability Plan will establish policies and programs to help reduce greenhouse gas emissions and make us
stronger against natural hazards consistent with our local values and economic development goals.

WHY IS THE COUNTY CREATING THIS PLAN?
»» To ensure consistency with California law. Projects funded by the State or subject to other State laws, like the CA
Environmental Quality Act, must address climate change.
»» Plan will allow CEQA streamlining and will identify energy cost savings.
»» Local governments must respond to the health and safety risk from climate change.
»» Providing the County’s strategy to meet the state goals and requirements protects our way of life and ensures consistency
with our goals.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF THIS PLAN?
»» Supports the local economy, saves money on our utility bills, and preserves our natural resources.
»» Protects against property damage and improves public health and safety.
»» Provides certainty to new development related to climate change, saving time and money.

Credit: Placer County.

THE PROCESS
Assess current
greenhouse gas
emissions

Estimate future emissions
and set reduction targets

Identify threats
posed by
climate change

Determine Placer
County’s vulnerability to
climate-related hazards

Create policies
and prepare a
Plan to reduce
greenhouse gas
emissions and
improve community
resiliency

Adopt the
Placer County
Sustainability
Plan

Implement the
Plan, monitor
the policies, and
update

COMMUNITY EMISSIONS INVENTORY
WHAT IS THE COMMUNITY EMISSIONS INVENTORY?

EMISSION SECTOR DESCRIPTIONS

»» Estimate of greenhouse gas emissions emitted by residents, businesses,
and visitors in the unincorporated areas for the years 2005 and 2015.
»» Allows the County to understand the emissions contribution of different
activities in the unincorporated county.

1. RESIDENTIAL ENERGY
Electricity and heating fuels, including natural gas, propane, fuel oil, and
firewood, used in homes. In 2015, Placer County homes used about 476 million
kWh of electricity and 17 million therms of natural gas. Use of most energy
types declined from 2005 to 2015.

2. NONRESIDENTIAL ENERGY
Electricity and heating fuels used in non-residential buildings. In 2015 nonresidential buildings in Placer County used about 363 million kWh of electricity
and 18 million therms. Different energy types saw different changes in use from
2005 to 2015.

COMMUNITY GHGs: 2005 vs 2015
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3. TRANSPORTATION
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Fuel use in cars, trucks, buses, and other vehicles. People in Placer County
drove about 1 billion miles in 2015, a small increase from 2005. Despite
this, improvements in clean car technology helped decrease greenhouse gas
emissions.
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4. SOLID WASTE
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Trash thrown away into a landfill. People in Placer County threw away about
98,000 tons of solid waste in 2015, a 4 percent decrease from 2005. Emissions
rose because of overall increase in the amount of waste stored in local landfills.
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5. OFF-ROAD EQUIPMENT
Fuel use in off-road equipment. This includes construction and mining, logging,
and landscaping equipment. The use of this equipment fell 4 percent from
2005 to 2015.
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6. WATER & WASTEWATER

33 %

Energy used to move and treat water and wastewater, and by-products from
wastewater treatment. In 2015 Placer County used about 10.6 billion gallons of
water and treated about 1.6 billion gallons, both declines from 2005 levels.
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7. AGRICULTURE
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Credit: Icons - Created by the Noun Project, Orin zuu (Nonresidential Energy), Creative Stall (Transportation), Clea Doltz (Solid Waste), Phil Laver (Off-Road Emissions) and Symbolon (Agriculture).
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Various activities related to growing crops and raising livestock
such as cattle. Emissions fell 31 percent from 2005 to
2015 because of decreases in rice production and
the amount of livestock present in the County.

COUNTY OPERATIONS EMISSIONS INVENTORY
WHAT IS THE COUNTY OPERATIONS EMISSIONS INVENTORY?
»» Estimate of greenhouse gas emissions emitted by the activities of the
Placer County government in 2005 and 2015.
»» Includes emissions from County operations and services and Countyowned or operated buildings, equipment, vehicles, and facilities.
»» Includes emissions from nine activity types (sectors).

1. BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES Electricity and heating fuels used at County
properties. These buildings used about 19 million kWh of electricity, 477,000
therms, and 5,300 gallons of propane in 2015. Electricity use rose, propane use
fell, and natural gas use stayed about the same between 2005 and 2015.
2. REFRIGERANTS
Leaks of refrigerant gases from County vehicles and AC units at County properties.
The leaks of these gases are small, but they did increase between 2005 and 2015.
3. PUBLIC LIGHTING

COUNTY OPERATIONS GHGs: 2005 vs 2015

Electricity use from street lights, traffic signals, and other public lighting. These lights
used about 537,000 kWh of electricity in 2015, five percent less than in 2005.
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4. VEHICLE FLEET Fuel use from County-owned vehicles. The County fleet used
about 529,000 gallons of fuel and drove about 6.6 million miles in 2015. Fuel use
dropped 13 percent and mileage dropped 14 percent from 2005 to 2015, even
though the number of Fleet vehicles increased.

61 %

Metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent

EMISSION SECTOR DESCRIPTIONS
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5. OFF-ROAD EQUIPMENT
Fuel use in County-owned off-road equipment. This equipment used about 35,500
gallons of fuel in 2015, 25 percent less fuel than in 2005.
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6. EMPLOYEE COMMUTE AND TRAVEL
Fuel use from County employees commuting to work and traveling for business. In
2015, County employees drove about 18 million miles commuting, and traveled
about 4.3 million miles for business.

15,000

7. TRANSIT OPERATIONS
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Fuel use from the County-owned Placer County Transit buses. The County transit fleet
drove about 1.3 million miles and used about 354,000 gallons of fuel, both big
increases from 2005.
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8. SOLID WASTE
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Trash thrown away at County properties, and energy use at County-owned solid
waste facilities. Increases in the amount of waste in County landfills helped increase
greenhouse gas emissions from 2005 to 2015.
9. WASTEWATER
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Credit: Icons - Created by the Noun Project, Llisole (Employee commute and travel) and James Keuning (Wastewater).
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Energy use at County-owned wastewater treatment plants.
These plants treated about 462 million gallons of water
in 2015, a decline from the 774 million gallons
treated in 2005.

DRAFT EMISSIONS FORECAST
WHAT IS THE DRAFT EMISSIONS FORECAST?
»» Estimate of what community and County operations greenhouse gas emissions will look like in future years.
»» Based on expected changes to populations, households, local jobs, and number of Placer County employees.
»» Does not show effect of existing or planned actions to reduce emissions since 2015.
»» Helps identify best opportunities to reduce emissions.

COMMUNITY DRAFT FORECAST
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CLIMATE CHANGE EFFECTS
WHAT IS THE DRAFT VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT?
»» Analysis of local effects of climate change.
»» Identifies climate-related hazards in Placer County and how they may harm local people, buildings, infrastructure, ecosystems, services, and economic drivers.
»» Shows the people and assets in our community that may be most harmed by climate change.
»» Will be a foundation to policies that make Placer County safer and more resilient.
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DRAFT PHYSICAL VULNERABILITY
FORESTS
Changes in temperature and
precipitation patterns, along
with increases in wildfires
and bark beetle populations,
can harm Placer County’s forests. This can affect the local
economy and quality of life.

Credit: Placer County.

BRIDGES
Increases in natural hazards such as floods and
landslides may damage or destroy bridges. This
can isolate some communities, causing economic
and safety problems.
Credit: Placer County.

Credit: Placer County.

RICE FIELDS
Increases in drought may
make it harder or more
expensive to grow rice in
Placer County. This can
affect the livelihood of our
farmers and the businesses
that rely on them.

ELECTRICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Electrical infrastructure like power lines and power
plants can be harmed by floods, wildfires, severe
weather, and extreme
heat. This can cause
potentially dangerous
power outages.

Key Sources: Cal-Adapt (http://cal-adapt.org/); California Adaptation Planning Guide (http://resources.ca.gov/climate/safeguarding/local-action/); Climate Change Impacts in the United States (https://nca2014.globalchange.gov/); US Climate Resilience Toolkit (https://toolkit.climate.gov/)

COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS
Severe weather events may increase.
This could put important communication
systems at risk of damage or destruction.

SKI RESORTS
Rising temperatures and changes
in drought patterns likely mean
less snow for ski resorts. This
may lead to economic hardship
in parts of the
County.

DRAFT SOCIAL VULNERABILITY
DRAFT SOCIAL VULNERABILITY

PERSONS IN POVERTY

»» Climate change unlikely to affect all persons equally.
»» Some persons may face greater harm (more socially
vulnerable) because of age, physical or behavioral
health factors, and socio-economic conditions.

»» More likely to live in substandard housing or in areas with a higher risk of natural hazard.
»» Difficult to afford products, services, or retrofits that help with adaptation.
»» Reduced vehicle access can complicate evacuations.
»» Approximately one in eight County households live in poverty.

»» Map illustrates areas of high (red) and low (green)
concentrations of socially vulnerable residents, based on
US Census data.

SOCIAL VULNERABILITY

LOW

HIGH

SENIOR CITIZENS

»» Extreme heat and human health hazards
pose a significant risk.
ENGLISH-LIMITED HOUSEHOLDS

»» Difficultly communicating with local officials
or getting information from public education
campaigns.
»» Can be hard to find out about potential hazards
and how to become more resilient.
»» There are over 700 English-limited households
in the unincorporated area.

»» Limited mobility, or physical or mental
impairments, makes adaptation harder.
»» Evacuations can be especially challenging.
»» Seniors living alone have higher risk levels.
»» Approximately 20 percent of County
residents are senior citizens.

EXISTING AND PLANNED ACTIONS
EXISTING AND PLANNED ACTIONS
»» Policies put into place, or planned, by State of California or Placer County.
»» Help reduce energy costs, conserve natural resources, improve air quality, and create more local control of
important services, among others.
»» Actions can count as progress toward County’s greenhouse gas reduction goals.
Credit: Placer County.

STATE ACTIONS

LOCAL ACTIONS

Renewables Portfolio Standard: The Renewables
Portfolio Standard (RPS) is a state law requiring
electrical providers to get more energy from
renewable sources (33 percent by 2020 and 50
percent by 2030).

Pioneer Community Energy: Pioneer Community Energy is a new program that gives Placer County
greater control over the cost of electricity and the source of electricity used in Placer County.

Clean Car Standards: California’s Clean Car
Standards are a set of standards that increase the
fuel efficiency of all vehicles sold in the state and
require lower levels of air pollution from vehicle
fuel.

mPower: mPower is provides financing support to property owners for energy and water efficiency
improvements. By the end of 2016, mPower supported retrofitting of nearly 10,000 homes and
over 200 other buildings in the unincorporated areas of Placer County.
One Big Bin: The One Big Bin program launched in 2008 and has made
it easier to recycle in Placer County by giving community members a single
bin for all recyclable materials. This also helps conserve space in landfills
and reduces the number of trips needed by waste trucks.

Credit: Photo by University of Florida, NREL 00022.

Title 24: Title 24 is California’s set
of standards for how to construct new
buildings. These standards include a
minimum level of energy efficiency for
new buildings, which saves owners and
occupants money on utility bills, and helps
make the buildings more comfortable
during very hot and cold weather.
Credit: Placer County.

Emerging policies: The State continues to explore new policies that could
benefit Placer County. These may be improvements to existing policies or
entirely new items. The Sustainability Plan will track these emerging items and
include them where it makes sense.

Placer Legacy: Placer Legacy is a voluntary land preservation program. Interested property owners
can sell land, access rights, and easements to the County. The program protects agriculture and
natural open space.
Placer County Conservation Plan: This Plan would protect over 50,000 acres of sensitive habitat in
western Placer County while at the same time streamlining development. It would conserve natural
resources, support local land use control, and reduce development uncertainty.
Placer County Government Center Campus Master Plan: The Placer
County Government Center Campus Master Plan Update sets the County’s
20-year vision for the County’s existing government center in north
Auburn. The County is looking to create a campus that provides efficient
services, generates all the energy it needs, optimizes
water-efficiency, and supports electric vehicles
and alternative transportation options.
Credit: Placer County Government Center Master Plan Update, May 2017.

